Essay Assignment
The Midwife’s Apprentice
Q3 Final
Directions:  You will write a three paragraph essay centered on a theme from The Midwife’s Apprentice.  You may choose one of the four options listed below.  We will be following the CDW format.  You will first fill out a CDW worksheet, and then write the essay.  It is all due on March 6th at the end of class.
Essay Prompt Options:  Mark a check in the option you choose.
1. _______Does Alyce have the moral right to humiliate those who have hurt her?  Is her revenge on the villagers justified?  Why or why not?  Give three claims that prove your opinion.

2. _______Alyce does not argue with Jennet, and she continues to do her duties, some of which cheat the customers out of their money.  Should Alyce protest the cheating practices of the inn keeper, Jennet?  Why or why not?  Give three claims to support your opinion.

3. _______The treatment of children in medieval times is very different from treatment of children today.  Would you rather be a child in medieval times or now in present day?  Give three reasons to explain your answer.  Use examples from the book.
CDW Rubric

	Criteria
	3
	5
	7
	10
	Points

	Topic
	The topic is very unclear or not even stated.  There is no thesis statement.
	The topic is vague.
	The topic is clear, but the writer gets off topic at times.
	The focus or topic is clear, and the writer stays on topic.  All three claims deal with the prompt.
	

	CDW Organization
	The writer does not use CDW format at all, and the essay is not structured.
	The writer does not consistently follow CDW format, or does not use paragraphs.
	The writer follows CDW format, but puts a few pieces out of order, or has a paragraph that is too long.
	The writer follows CDW format throughout the entire essay.  Correct usage of paragraphs is executed.
	

	Supporting Details
	The data and warrants are totally irrelevant to the claims and thesis.
	The data and warrants are unclear and vague.
	One or two pieces of data or warrant do not match the claim or are unclear.
	The details of the data and warrants are very clear and relevant to the topic.
	

	Grammar
	The paper is inundated with grammar mistakes.
	Eight or ten grammar mistakes
	Five or seven grammar mistakes
	Three or four grammar mistakes
	

	Personal Writing Style
	If it is evident that the writer did not write the paper by his/herself, the writer will earn a zero for the entire paper.
	The writer uses phrases that are unnatural to the writer, and does not strongly voice his/her opinions.
	The writer uses his or her own voice but does not strongly voice his/her opinions.
	The writer uses his or her own natural writing voice, speaks his/her opinion boldly, and uses creative writing techniques.
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